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LEARNING AND LIVING GOD’S LOVE FOR ALL 

SUNDAY WORSHIP FOR FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

DECEMBER 21, 2025 10:00 AM 

WE GATHER TOGETHER PRAISING GOD 

Greeting 
Introit  
Welcome  
 
Call to Worship and Lighting of the Advent Candle Mary Margaret Rowe 
One: In a world full of fear, where do you see the presence of love? 
All:  We see love all around us.  We see love when people hold open the door.  We see love 

in a warm embrace, a homemade casserole, a phone call after a long day.  We see  
love in random acts of kindness and intentional acts of empathy.  We see love all 
 around us. 

One: You are right.  Even in a fearful world, love is all around us.  Today we light the candle of 
 love as a reminder of this good news.  May this flicker of light help us remember that even  
in a fearful world, love is here.  Love is world-changing.  Love is shining bright.  We only 
have to look for it.  

All:  Thanks be to God for a love like that!  Amen. 
 
*Opening Hymn    “The Annunciation” Sung to tune of “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” #229  

When the angel came to Mary she did marvel at the call, 
“You are chosen, to bear witness to the Savior of us all.” 
The divine plan comes upon you as the world waits for His birth. 
Christ the babe is Lord of all, Christ the babe is Lord of all. 
 
When the angel came to Joseph he did wonder at the sign. 
“Shall I listen?  Shall I ponder?  The fulfillment of my time”? 
Oh, the beauty, oh the Wonder of God’s plan, how great divine. 
Christ the babe was born for you, Christ the Babe was born for you. 
 

Call to Confession           
 
Prayer of Confession & Words of Forgiveness      
Leader:  When you were afraid, did I stay by your side?  Did I offer my hand, or did I leave you 
alone?  When you were afraid, did I choose solidarity?  Did I see your fear, or did I only see mine? 
People: Friend, none of us are perfect.  We all make mistakes.  Fortunately, God offers 
grace, and we do too.  So take a deep breath, and let’s start again. 
Leader:  Thank you. Your mercy is a gift. 
People: Now we must ask—when you were afraid, did we stay by your side?  Did we offer 
our hands, or did we leave you alone?  When you were afraid, did we choose solidarity? 
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Did we see your fear? Or did we only see ours? 
Leader:  Friends, none of us are perfect.  We all make mistakes.  Fortunately, God offers grace, and 
I do too.  So take a deep breath, and let’s start again. 
People: Thank you.  Your mercy is a gift.  We accept your grace and would love to start 
again. 
Leader:  May it be so, with God’s help. 
People: Alleluia, amen.  
 
*Sharing the Peace of Christ  #2148             “Over My Head”   

WE LISTEN FOR THE WORD OF GOD 

Children’s Time                    
Music to Lift Our Spirits   
Scripture:                           Isaiah 41:5-10 and Matthew 1:18-25       
Message:     When You’re Afraid, Give Me Your Hand    Rev. Lori Leopold  

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S LOVE 

Song of Prayer # 211                    “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”   
Vs 1 - Solo 
Choir & Congregation: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
Vs 2 - Solo 
Choir & Congregation: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to the Offering/Offertory  
      
*Doxology #94  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
*Prayer of Dedication  
As we wait together for the day of Christ’s coming, may these, our offerings, be signs of 
God’s fruit. In our giving, may we grow in the compassion and justice of Jesus, in whose 
name we pray and whose coming we celebrate. Amen. 
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*Closing Hymn #246        “Joy to the World” Vs 1, 2 & 4  
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare him room, 
And heaven and nature sing,  
And heaven and nature sing,  
And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 
 
Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! 
Let all their songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hill, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove  
The glories of his righteousness 
And wonders of his love, 
And wonders of his love, 
And wonders, wonders of his love. 
 

*Benediction 
In a fearful world, may you look for God’s spirit.  May you reach for each other’s hands.  
May you choose courage whenever you can.  And in all things, may you remember that 
good news is louder than fear.  In the name of the one who calls, the one who sends, and 
the one who journeys with— go in peace and be not afraid.  Amen. 
 
 
*On Eagle’s Wings #143 

And God will raise you up on eagle’s wings,  
Bear you on the breath of dawn,  
Make you to shine like the sun,  
And hold you in the palm of God’s hand. 
 
 
 

Assisting in Worship Today 
Worship Leader:  Mary Margaret Rowe 
Head Usher:  Ken Brown 
Greeter: Malea Sandstrom 
Volunteer Media Technicians:  Isaac Spence, BL Wild 
Coffee Hour Coordinator:  Dick Ver Steeg 
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Thank you for worshipping with PB UMC today!  You make this gathering richer, brighter, and 

better by your participation.  All are welcome at PB UMC! 
 

Order your poinsettias TODAY! This is the last day to do so.  Honor a loved one or 
remember a special person in your life.   

 
Sign up for weekly PBUMC emails to hear what’s happening!  Go to pbumc.org/news to sign up 
for weekly updates, the monthly Beach Breeze newsletter, the prayer chain and more.  
 
For those who would like to be a member of PB UMC…you are welcome!  New Member 
Information Forms are available on the white board out front and on the table in the church 
entryway.  They can be filled out and placed in the offering plate or given to Pastor Lori anytime.  
For those who would like to learn more about the church, what United Methodists believe and 
how we serve God in the community and world, you are invited to a quarterly Belonging 
Gathering.  Our next Gathering will be held on February 15, 2026. 
 
For pastoral support or spiritual conversation, please contact Pastor Lori at the 
church office or by visiting pbumc.org/contact. 
 
To financially support the ministries of PB UMC in this community and beyond, please go to 
pbumc.org/give or scan the QR code.  
 
 
 
 
 
PB UMC Staff 
Lead Pastor: Rev. Lori Leopold 
Music Director & Organist: Ron Jessee 
Director of Technical Arts: Michael Beu 
Asst. Director of Technical Arts: Brian Kaplan 
Office Administrator: Susie Virgilio 
Campus Maintenance Coordinator: Troy McGarrity 
Church office: 858-274-6573; admin@pbumc.org 

www.pbumc.org/who-we-are/contact/ 

mailto:admin@pbumc.org

