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Beach Breeze 

http:www.pbumc.org 

Grants and Gifts and Generosity, Oh My! 
‘Tis indeed the season for Christmas Generosity! Sempra Utilities gave The Welcome Door a 
grant of $1000. The good folks at Intuit, as well as donating boxes of personal-sized toiletries, are 
donating approximately $100 per volunteer hour that their employees work on the 4th Wednesday 
of each month. Individuals from the community send in checks to help with our Wednesday Night 
program, as well as volunteering to sponsor and serve meals each week. The Tzu Chi Foundation 
(all organic, all vegetarian) sponsors the 1st Wednesday of the month, HD Supply sponsors the 2nd 
Wednesday, St. Bridget’s Church the 3rd, and Intuit the 4th. On the rare 5th Wednesdays, PB UMC 
hosts the meal with the support of its members. 
 
Also, on December 10, PB UMC was down to 2 pairs of socks and 2 boxes of personal sized toi-
letries for the annual Wednesday Night Christmas Party on December 17. Calls went out for a 
“Fishes and Loaves” miracle, and the church as well as the community responded. The women of 
Campland by the Bay donated. The women of Trinity Church brought 49 bags of personal hygiene 
bags. The people of PB UMC donated over 200 pairs of socks (still coming in as this was being 
written), scarfs, hats, gloves, toys for children, warm clothing, blankets, and more, ensuring that 
not one of our guests will leave without a home-made bag (Prayers & Squares Quilters) filled with 
needed items. 
 
And, going back a month, 26 turkeys were donated by 21 people for our Thanksgiving Dinner for 
our Wednesday Night guests. Over 200 hungry people were served not only food, but fellowship. 
Volunteers from both PB UMC and the community, came together for both Thanksgiving and 
Christmas, to help serve our neighbors in need. Truly, we are blessed! 
 
 

Giving Back 
As we have received blessings from others, 
PB UMC has strived to pass those blessing 
along as well. Some of the many missions 
that we have financially supported over the 
year are the Community Christian Service 
Agency (CCSA), the Guatemala Project, 
New Entra Casa, METRO, Imagine No Ma-
laria, UMCOR Disaster Relief, Strength for 
the Journey, the Reconciling Network, and 
UNICEF.  
 
Closer to home, we have used our Persons in Crisis fund to help people in need of gasoline to 
obtain and keep a job, to help church members in need of specific help, and people with emergency 
travel needs. We have provided a hot, home-cooked meal each month at the Storefront for home-
less teens and for Christmas, delivered gifts of underwear, body sprays, and gift cards. The ladies of 
PB UMC helped to feed 12 families in need (including in our own congregation) by putting together 
Christmas baskets for CCSA (see the thank-you letter on page 5). 
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“To ca tch the rea der's  a tte nti on, place an in te res ting sen tence  or  qu ote from the s tory here.”  
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Dear Friends... 

Happy second month of the New Year!! 
 
No, I don’t have my calendar wrong. Of course it’s January, 
and of course this is when we most commonly celebrate 
the New Year. But did you know that – according to the 
Christian calendar – we started our new year back on No-
vember 30, 2014? 
 
The Christian year starts with Advent, the season of prepa-
ration that culminates in Christmas. We then move 
through the twelve days of Christmas (and a partridge in a 
pear tree!) before Epiphany and the appropriately named 
“Season After the Epiphany.” 
 
Pastor’s note: to learn more about the seasons of the Church 
and the colors we sometimes use to represent those seasons, 
check out this video from Chuck Knows Church:  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=EXTGUBSmuq4. 
 
It seems natural that most times when we start a new 
thing, we have questions. When I got my first job, I asked a 
lot of questions. When I first started learning to drive, I 
had a ton of questions! When my kids were born, there 
were oh so many questions! And when I first came here to 
PB UMC, I was filled with questions. And mostly there are 
still questions for me in all of these categories and many 
more. 
 
I think that asking questions is a natural thing. I don’t think 
that we can ask too many questions, because questions can 
help us to know more about the world around us and also 
about ourselves. 
 
I’ve heard some people suggest that questioning is ok ex-
cept in certain areas- like our faith. And I’ve heard others 
criticize persons of faith as a crowd of lemmings who are 
(presumably) too dumb or too blind to ask deep and mean-
ingful questions. 
 
I disagree with both of these, and I always encourage 
healthy and productive questions. I think we can grow pro-
foundly in our faith by asking deep and challenging ques-
tions, and in fact I think we must ask these questions so 
that we don’t get stagnant or stale in our understanding of 
God. 
 
For the six weeks between January 4th and February 8th, we 
will explore six questions that real people have asked about 
real faith. They are tangible and practical questions that 
affect nearly all of humanity. They are questions that I 
sought out using the tools of social media, and questions 

that were all deeply personal. 
 
In the spirit of transparency, I will not be addressing some 
questions quite as specifically as they were asked. Instead, 
questions like, “How are Aunt Petunia and Uncle Vernon 
who died several years ago doing?” will be addressed in a 
more general sense, because I think we all wonder what 
happens at the end of life in this world. Over the course of 
the six weeks of our sermon series, we will be exploring 
these questions: 
 

• January 4 – “Why can’t we see God?” 

• January 11 – “Why does God forgive us?” 

• January 18 – “How do I know I’m doing ‘good’ or ‘the 
right thing’ or ‘what God wants’?” 

• January 25 – “What happens when we die?” 

• February 1 – “How many miracles (blessings) can we 
receive?” (asked in a spirit of humble gratitude) 

• February 8 – “Why does God let bad things happen?” 
 
These are not questions where I think we will find simple 
answers. I think that over-simplifying these complex ques-
tions dishonors the complexity of the God from whom we 
ultimately seek answers. In some cases, we may not find an 
answer that suits us all. 
 
Even so, I believe that giving ourselves permission to ask 
and explore some of these questions is critical to our un-
derstanding of faith. And so I hope that you will join in this 
exploration of the nature of God as we ask deeply im-
portant questions of faith together. May we all be strength-
ened as we journey together. 
 
Grace and peace… 
 
 
Pastor Bob 

Pastor Bob’s Prodigious Blathering 
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The Beach Breeze is a month-
ly publication of the Pacific 
Beach United Methodist 
Church. Please visit our web-
site at www.myPBchurch.org. 

Unto Us a Child is Born!  
Sebastian was an early Christian saint, venerated across Europe, 
and in the Greek Church. His feast day is the 18th of December.  
Our very own saint, Sebastian, is here!  He entered the world at 
10:15 pm, weighs 7 lbs. 2 oz., and is 20.5 inches long.  We are 
blessed to have him, and eager to share him with all of you.  
Thanks for all your support over the years leading up to this day.   
 
Jeff & Rachel  
 
 

GriefShare 
Have you experienced the deep grief of losing a loved one to death?  Have you learned valua-
ble lessons and experienced healing from the hurt?  GriefShare is a Christ-centered, video-
based ministry that helps people grieving a loved one’s death.  This 13-week program can lead 
to healing and hope with topics like “Is This Normal?”, “Guilt and Anger,” “Stuck [in grief],” 
and “Why?”  Please contact Kym  to learn more about the different volunteer opportunities 
with our GriefShare ministry.   
 

We Love In-Kind Donations! 
 In-kind donations— meals for Storefront and Interfaith Shelter, turkeys, groceries, office 
supplies, you name it—don’t show up on our financial reports, but they help keep our minis-
tries alive. And they may be tax deductible. If you need a record for taxes, the receipts for 
your purchases are usually sufficient. If you’d like to see in-kind donations on your quarterly 
giving statements, please give a copy of the receipt and a description of the item(s) to our 
financial secretary, Dick. You can also put the information in the offering plate. 
 

Preserving Our History 
The California-Pacific Commission on Archives and History would like to give you a free 
lunch! Why? To help you learn about the preservation and maintenance of your church his-
torical records; which to keep and for how long. The intent is to educate and encourage 
church staff and volunteers so they will be able to make informed decisions and maintain effi-
cient, useful records. We encourage your Church Historian and Secretary (and other inter-
ested people) to participate in a free workshop (and lunch!) that will be presented 
on February 10 from 10 am to 2 pm at the Vista United Methodist Church.  
  
The workshop will also include a presentation about Cal-Pac’s new dual 4 T-byte servers on 
which we are storing your digital newsletters and other important material. We will have 
time for “show & tell” with items that participants bring. These may be pictures of items, 
samples of papers, or other artifacts. The Conference Archivist and others will look at the 
various items and lead discussions about how to maintain them or when to dispose of some 
items.  Finally we will tell a few stories about Fort Street Methodist Church, which began in 
1850 in Los Angeles, and also the Civil War and the California Methodists. We anticipate a 
lively and worthwhile four hours of information sharing. The hope is that this workshop will 
provide links between the Archives and local churches.  
 
If you are interested in attending this workshop, please contact the church office so that we 
can get you registered and possibly car-pool to the workshop together! 

We Care for One Another 
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We Grow in Grace & Faith 

Bible Study Group “Learning to Pray” 
 
The Sunday morning Bible Study group continues during the month of January. Join them any Sunday morning at 9 am in the La-
nai.  The readings for January are: 

• January 4, A Model for Prayer, Luke 11:1-13 

• January 11, Jesus Prays for the Disciples, John 17:1-26 

• January 18, Jesus Intercedes for Us, Hebrews 4:14-4:10 

• January 25, We Pray for One Another, James 5 
 

Children’s Choir 
After presenting the Christmas musical “Hark, the Angel 
Sang Off Key,” the Children’s choir took a break, and 
rehearsals resume again on January 11. When we resume, 
we will be learning more about singing, rehearsing songs 
for worship, and beginning work on a Spring play. All 
children from pre-school through elementary school are 
welcome! Middle school ages are encouraged to come as 
well, to help with the younger songsters and continue to 
participate. 
 
Let’s keep our children learning and singing about God! 

Youth Activities for January 
January 4 

• UMYF will be preparing the meal for the interfaith 
rotational shelter. 

Sunday, January 11 

• 6 pm, Dee would like to meet with families regarding 
summer mission opportunities.  All families with youth 
in 5th grade and up are welcome to attend. 

Sunday, January 25 

• Lunch and ice skating for Best Group and UMYF 
together. 
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We Reach Out to Others 
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We All Count 
Many of us at PB UMC volunteer our time and resources to help feed our homeless neighbors. We bring blankets and shoes. We 
collect clothing. These are worthy acts. But what about the next meal? What about the next week or month?  
 
Thousands of individuals, families, and unaccompanied children experience homelessness annually in San Diego County. The task of 
alleviating homelessness can seem daunting. However, it is possible. We can’t fix what we can’t measure.  
 
Understanding our homeless allows our community to adjust the types of programs and services available according to need, for 
the most effective use of limited resources. Who are our homeless? Where are they? What led to their homelessness? What do 
they need in order to move forward with their lives?  In the early morning hours of January 23, 2015, hundreds of volunteers will 
participate in WeAllCount. This event, led by the Regional Task Force on the Homeless, enables our entire region to better 
understand the scope, impact and potential solutions to homelessness. It also empowers our community to qualify for funding that 
is critical to keeping homeless shelters open throughout San Diego County.  Communities across the country will be conducting 
similar events during the last ten days of January. 
 
The Regional Task Force on the Homeless is seeking volunteers for the following: 

• January 23 (4am – 7am) Count: count unsheltered homeless persons. (1,000+ volunteers needed county-wide); 

• January 23-29 (flexible times) Interview: conduct interviews with unsheltered homeless individuals. (300+ volunteers needed 
county-wide) 

 
Training will be provided by Regional Task Force on the Homeless. PB UMC will host training on January 12 for the Pacific Beach 
coastal area. If you are interested in volunteering, you can register at http://rtfh.volunteerhub.com/events/index or contact Megan 
Black at (858) 292-7627, ext. 22  
 

A Thank You from CCSA 
(excerpted from a letter sent by Bradley Cannon, President, CCSA) 
I wish that all of you could have shared what I have seen this week (December 18). 
A week ago I was very concerned that CCSA would not meet the goal we had set 
to provide Christmas Baskets. We made a special appeal to all of our member 
churches and it was heard! 
 
Yesterday the baskets came in, not just a few, but for the first time every single 
baskets that had been volunteered arrived. And more! God heard our prayers and 
responded. Today the baskets are being distributed to grateful parents with young 
children in tow. Families that might have gone without a special meal at Christmas 
are being overwhelmed by the love that is being shared. I saw a young child’s face 
light up when they were handed a sand play set. I saw tears, nor only from those 
receiving the baskets, but also from the volunteers who distributed them. 
Commodities were distributed to approximately 600 families in our Clairemont 
facility, and homeless gift bags are being distributed in Pacific Beach at the Joyce 
Snyder Center. Miracles are happening because of the gift of giving! 
 
My sincerest thanks to all of you and to your congregations for making these wonderful things happen. It is an honor to work with 
you in God’s service.  
 

We Reach Out 
From a note left on one of our Sunday attendance pads: Thank you for helping me to return to my home in Florida. This is the first 
church that has ever helped me before. Peter 
 
From a card sent by a working student: I want to thank you for agreeing to proctor my exam! Thankful, appreciative, grateful; that’s 
me, thanks to PB UMC! 
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Circle of Support 
Record of Generosity 
as of November 30 2014 

Reflections from the Finance and Stewardship Team 
Ask the Treasurer 
  
Q. How come we were running out of socks for the Wednesday 
Night Ministry? I thought that the money I and others donate to 
Wednesday Night would be used to buy all the supplies they 
need, including socks. 
  
A. We often collect special items such as socks to give away at 
the Christmas meal. Your time and in-kind donations such as 
socks, gloves, hats, and clothing are greatly appreciated. They are 
above and beyond our budget. 
  
The money donated to Wednesday Night helps cover the basic 
costs to provide facilities, food and supplies. Food for most meals 
is donated. The church buys food for the fifth Wednesday of the 
month as well as milk, juice, and disposable plates (etc.) for every 
meal. Year to date as of November 30, the church received 
$12,697.68 in donations designated for Wednesday Night. Our 
year-to-date expenses were $16,306.46. As you can see, church 
general funds are needed to cover the difference between dona-
tions and expenses. Expenses include food and supplies, pest con-
trol, Wednesday Night security monitor, and half the cost each 
of our Wednesday Night/Event Coordinator and custodial sup-
plies. (The other half of the Wednesday Night/Event Coordinator 
and custodial supplies is also paid out of general church funds, but 
not considered Wednesday Night expenses.) 

 CHURCH STAFF:       
 Pastor: The Rev Bob             Sunday School Coordinator: Malea  
 Office Administrator: Aimee      Youth Ministry Coordinator: Dee  
 Music Director: Ron        

Sharing the Grace of God in Worship 

November 30 – 170 persons 

December 7 – 408 persons 

December 14 – 183 persons 

December 21 – 190 persons 

December 24 – 204 persons 

December 28 – 138 persons 

Year to Date Average– 179 persons 

Joined at Christ’s Table on  

Wednesday Nights 
November 26 – 200 persons 

December 3 – 120 persons 

December 10 – 105 persons 

December 17 – 147 persons 

December 24 – 53 persons 

Nov giving –  budget $29,442 $41,684 

Nov other sources of income – budget $5,399 $5,660 

Nov total available for ministry –  budget 
$34,871 

$47,344 

Nov expended in ministry – budget $31,499 $28,111 

Nov income minus expenses $19,233 

YtD giving –  budget $288,782 $285,130 

YtD other sources of income – budget $59,389 $57,077 

YtD total available for ministry – budget 
$348,171 

$342,207 

YtD expended in ministry – budget $346,485 $357,674 

YtD income minus expenses -$15,467 

Year 2014 budget $377,984 



Week 5 
 Sun, Jan 25 Worship 
   All youth lunch & ice skating 
 Tues, Jan 27 7:30 pm, Growing in Faith Team Meeting 
 Wed, Jan 28 5:30 pm, Wed Nite Ministry 
 Thurs, Jan 29 5:15 pm, Hand Chime rehearsal 
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Week 1 
 Thurs, Jan 1 Happy New Years! 
   Interfaith Shelter guests at PB UMC 
 Fri, Jan 2  7:30 pm, Narc Anon 
 Sat, Jan 3 9 am, Men’s Prayer & Share 

Week 4 
 Sun, Jan 18 Worship 
 Mon, Jan 19 Beach Breeze Deadline 
 Wed, Jan 21 Storefront Ministry 
   5:30 pm, Wed Nite Ministry 
 Thurs, Jan 22  5:15 pm, Hand Chime rehearsal 
   7 pm, Choir rehearsal 
 Fri, Jan 23 7:30 pm, Narc Anon 
   Night of WeAllCount (see pg. 5) 
 Sat, Jan 24 9 am, Men’s Prayer & Share 

Week 3 
 Sun, Jan 11 Worship 
   6 pm, Youth summer mission  
    meeting 
 Mon, Jan 12 5 pm, WeAllCount training 
 Tues, Jan 13 6:30 pm, Trustee meeting 
   6:30 pm, Staff Parish meeting 
   7:30, Finance Committee 
 Wed, Jan 14 5:30 pm, Wed Nite Ministry 
 Thurs, Jan 15 5:15 pm, Hand Chime rehearsal 
   7 pm, Choir rehearsal 

Thank you to our Beach Breeze production crew: 
 Aimee  
 Judi  
 Ed & Fran  
 Dick  

Calendar of Events  
  Worship Times:  
  9:00 am, Worship Celebration 
 10:30 am, Worship Celebration 
   

Week 2 
 Sun, Jan 4 Worship 
 Wed, Jan 7 5:30 pm, Wed Nite Ministry 
 Thurs, Jan 8 5:15 pm, Hand Chime rehearsal 
   7: pm, Choir rehearsal 
 Fri, Jan 9  Interfaith Shelter guests leave PB UMC 
   7:30 pm, Narc Anon 
 Sat, Jan 10 9 am, Men’s Prayer & Share 

Sunday Music Rehearsals: 
 8 am, Voices of Praise 
          (Adults & Youth) 
 10 am, Children 
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We Love and  
 Worship God 

January Scriptures 
 January 4, “Seeing God” 
 Exodus 33:12-23, Luke 10:25-37 
  
January 11, “Free Grace” 
(Based on a John Wesley sermon of the same name) 
 Romans 4:13-25, Matthew 9:9-13 
  
January 18, “The Right Stuff” 
 Mark 1:4-11, Acts 19:1-7 
  
January 25, “Is Heaven for Real?” 
 Matthew 25:31-46, Ephesians 1:15-23 
 

January Communion in Support of the Interfaith Shelter Network 
The Interfaith Shelter Network (ISN) involves 120 congregations of all denominations county-wide in a Rotational Shelter program. 
About 60 of the congregations host the program in their facilities and the remainder serve in a valuable support role, providing 
volunteers for meals and overnight hosting, transportation and donations.  Through neighborhood congregations linking with others, 
people are sheltered where there are no shelters and receive the understanding and support of congregations when previously all 
they knew was fear and uncertainty. Congregations benefit by getting to know homeless individuals personally and the mutual sharing 
of stories is beneficial to both.  
 
Guests are sent to congregations in the ISN only after being screened by an area social service agency to assure there will be no 
active drug, alcohol or mental health problems. Guests sent to the ISN’s congregations must be willing to work closely with the 
referring social service agency to resolve the problems leading to their homelessness.  
 

Lunch Bunch Returns! 
All are invited to join for lunch and fellowship at San Tong Palace on January 25 after second service. This is a kid-friendly event. If we 
have enough participants, we'll reserve the banquet room again. Last time we met there, we had a great turnout but slow service, 
which is quite unusual for this restaurant. While we were getting ready to order, the entire restaurant filled with families whose 
orders got to the kitchen before ours. After the meal, the staff advised us on how to ensure faster service. So, Kathy and Hope will 
bring menus to church and call in the order before we leave for the restaurant. We'll also plan to order two of each dish if we have a 
large group sharing. 
 
San Tong Palace is located in Kearny Mesa at 4690 Convoy St., #105, San Diego, CA 92111, (858) 571-6837 (corner of Convoy St. 
and Engineer Rd). Take a peek at the menu: http://santongpalace.menutoeat.com/. 
 
Reservations are appreciated. Please let Kathy or Hope know if you plan to come. 

Questioning God  


